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ARGUMENT IN THE FLORIDA CASK BEFORE THI
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OPPOSING COUNSEL.THE PROSPECTS FOR I

DECISION.
Tbo first day.ot the great lawsuit before the Electors

Commission was of such a uaturo that It Is geucrallj
bohcvod bore to-night by lawyers uud members ol Con
gress that a decision may be reached In the Floridi
caso by next Wodnosday or Thursday. Mr. Field mndi
the opening speech and sbowod at somo length that I!
there was any legal way by which a defrauded State coult
right Itself that legal course bud becu pursued In Florida
Alluding to tbo lacl that the Hayes Returning Boar,
bad been subjected to nottco of a suit in the Sluti
courts before tbey uctcd, and bad acted in defiance o

the writ of <jtto warranto, Mr. Tucker, who followed
remarked that there was In tho Stale tbo election luno
lion, tho people, and tbo determining function, iht
Returning Board, counting. If tho tattor set aside the
former, such action, ho held, must bo Illegal and void,
otherwise no good could result from tbo voting by the
people.

Mr. Kasson, who followed lor tho republicans, helc
that there were before tbo commission throe sets ol
voles; one of tbeso was in overy respect In logal form,
baring tho certificate ot tho Governor; another hatl
only the certificate of the Attorney General, an officct
unknown In these proceedings, and tho third wasnne.e<
pout facto n(l'.tir altogether. He could not see an* ran.

son Tor hesitating tn such a cuso.

Mr. Tburman asked Mr. Kasson whether he
wonl'l hold that If four federal officeholders,incapablo under ibo constitution to bo oloclors,held the government certificates, and sent up th<
voto of tho State, tho commission would be precludedfrom inquiring into their status.

Mr. Knsson reservod his reply, and afterward read a
statement to tho efTect that he thought Congress might,
by law, provide lor a Judicial determination
of pcrsonnl or political disqualifications, bui
jould not intcrtore with tho dlschargo of tho
legislative or ininistcrial duties. Mr. O'Conor
Is expected to speak to-morrow. Ho was in exeollcut
spirits this evening, and said that ho bolioved that the
democrats havo un Incontrovertible caso in Florida.
Tho question bow far the commission shall go Into the
caso in this or any of the Stutcs Is tho ono now really
In argument. On that very much will rost.

. Mr. Knsson Is said by his democratic opponents tc
have made a vory strong and able argument to-day.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMISSION.
Washington, Feb. 2, 1877.

The Electoral Commission met at half-past ton A. M.
The presiding Justice stated that the inquiry had been
made yesterday, "What is the case?" to which ho
hud taken the liberty to respond that it cousislod ol
three certificates from tho State of Florida, with the
accompanying papers and the objections to the same.
Ho would now say that two ot the objectors on oach
side will bo allowed to sponK In the opening of the
case. Tlioso representing ttic objections to certificate
r>u * wuuiu urai e|ionn. no rcujiuucu inciu uiai mo

fourth rule allutvs ihctn two hours m which to stale
the case, and arguo in support or their objections.
Then two objectors upon the other sldo would speak,
subjoct to the same rules and limitations.
representative Fiei.ii.I desire to Inquire wbelhor,

niter the two objectors have spoken for the other
sldo, we shall not be allowed the opportunity ol'replying?
The Presiding Justice.The rules make no provisionlor uny reply on the part of the objectors. Applicationfor further tirno must be made to the commission,the presiding Justice having no discretion In

the matter whatever. My view of the matter is that
ouo of tbo counsel lor tbo objectors to cortiUcato No.
X should open, and that one of the counsel in favor of
that certificate and against the objectors should reply;
and then the other counsel supporting the objections
to certificate No. 1 will have tho flour.

Mr. Kasson remarked that while his sldo had no

objection to proceeding as far as the objections to tho
lirst certificate were concerned this morning, his associateand himself, finding moro questions Involved in
tbo objections to that certificate than It was supposed
would bo found, and not having had an opportunity to
examtno them until this forenoon, he thought it was

probahlo bis side would be obliged to ask tbo Court for
some little time before proceeding.

'l'ne Presiding Justice.The suggestion calls lor no
ruling. Counsel on bohall of tlio objectors for corniicaieNo. 1 will proceed. 1 shall tor convenlenco designatetho certificates respectively Nosl 1, 'I ami il.

Keprosentative Fiki.d.Ileloro proceeding, If tho
commission will allow mo, 1 would refer to u preliminarymatter. 1 ohservo that rule llvo speaks of testimony.Though 1 am in somo doubt about the courso
01 proceeding, If evidence in admissible 1 think it
enould bo sliiied to tho Court before beginning the
argument that wo ore prepared to slate at tho bar, or
In any manner tho t'curt may indicate, by deposition
orotnerwisc, all that is necessary lo prove tho allegationsin our objections. We suppose that the papers
which arc to bo presented hero contain sufficient
evidence lor nil piirpusm, but 1 ought io -data that I
do not propose to proceed with tbo argument under
tho impression that wo have no other evidence on
which we rely, saving, of course, the question whether
the evidence is competent or not. I wish lo say that
wo can uruduce testimony here or anywhere, or in any
milliner lliul the coin in iss ion may direct, anil oiler to
do it In proof of our caso now, or at any other time,
or In any other manner.

Judge drnoxo.It norms to me that the rules which
wo have adopted place iho Objec tors In precisely tho
rnoio position as that ol counsel who opens a case
bolore It Is submitted to the Jury. Wo propose
that the objectors shall occupy exactly that position.
In their direct statement ol their objections iltey will
stale what tlictr obje ctions are ml bow tncy prnposo
to support thorn. I ho other quosiiims will como up
aflorw ird in regard to the admissibility of evidence,
and tho oilier counsel will reply.

Krprcsoniativo FiKt.n.That, of courso, will be ontirelysatisfactory to us.
spkkch ok mr. piki.d.

Mr. Fist.n tbon, oil behalf ol tho objectors, addressed
the commission. lie said:.

Mr. PltKSIDKRT AM) (IKXII.RMKR OP tiik KLKCTOIt A L
Commission:.It will be my nudeavor In the statements
which 1 make to set forth with as much
concisonoss as I may the facia which wo

expect 10 prove and the propositions winch wo expert
to establish. The power devolved bv the federal constitutionupon tbo Stales ol this I >iton was in ihe
Stale of Flor'du exercised by the olrciorN ol ihe SUlo
directly appointed by the qualified voters of ihe siato
at the general election. That election was held on the
7th day ol November, 187ik It was quiet and orderly
so f»r as wo arc tniorincd throughout the state, uml it
remained only to gather tli« returns ol the voles. Tho
result ol the voting was a majority in Isvor of the
electors whom, lor convenience onlv.lor 1 would
rniher not speak of ranitidines or persons.I will designateus tho Tilden electors." Nevertheless a certiflcatocomes here signed by tho then Governor of the
Malo certifying that the llayes electors h id a mnjorityof votes. My what sort ol Jugglery that result was accomplished1 now take It upon mysell io explain.

IIOW TIIK KKTt'RNH WKRK I'lUXORD.
iiy the law ol the Stale ol Florida the counties sre

divided Into precincts »ml the votes of the polling
prociocfs aro returned to the county clerk, where iliey
aro ranvussed by certain officers, and theso county
canvassers certlly to the Hlate canvassers.

Mr. Fndfl then read Iroin tbo evnienco ol Andrew
A. Allen, Shnrill of Maker county, Florida, to the
elect that be and Judge liriggera went to the clerk's

NEW FORK
office of Baker county at about ilx o'clock
In the evening, knowing that the clerk wua
not In the office, and knowing also
that the clerk had already made the canvass ol the
votes. The witness testuiod that ho and Judge ling,
gers threw away the Johusvllio and Darbyville precinctsbecause tbey believed ihut one person bud been
prevented Irona voting. Thai thuv hud no evidonce
whatever bolore tbcm of thut Inc. except tbo statementol the party and an impression.the result of
general rumor.that somo Illegal votes had bc'eu cost.

Mr. Field said Mint the whole question, so far as
conrorns the State ol Florida, rests upon such suaeminis as he bod roud. and the whole qucsucu ol luw
and fact presented to tho commission is whether or
not. In the face ol such stuiuniunis as those, a paper
signed M. I* Stearns, certifying tout certain persons were
elected to office when there is no truth in the state1merit, ia to he received as bindiug upon this body.

1 Ilo rovlcwed at some length the action of the Florida
Jteiurnlng Hoard and of cx-iiorernor Stearns, und complimentedthe people cf Florida for the patience und
forbesrunce which they hud displayed In the etnerIgeucy. ' arras i. to tub cocaTs.
They resorted, as all law-abiding citizens should re-

sort, to the courts or their Slate, unci tho courts decidedthat the State Canvassers bad uo power, under
the laws of Florida, to throw out auy votes; thui they
were bound to count every lawlul vole nut into
tho ballot box; that the Returning Hoard wero
neither electors nor Judges otherwise than as to what
votes wero put in. Tho Supreme Court of Klorido,
therefore, pronounced the aottou of the Kcturninc
Hoard Illegal, and (iovcrnor Drew took his place, and
Is now the lawlul aud accepted (Governor ol the Slute
of Florida. II thero be aoy mode known to law by
which a defrauded State cau, through its courts of
law, right any wrongs which It may sutler, Hint mode
has been adopted In Florida.

TltK VOTX VOK I'KKSIUK.NT.
Referring to the vote lor President and Vice President,Air. Field explulncd that there were three certificatesor returns irom that Slate.return No. 1,' made by the Hayes electors and bearing the certltlcuto

ot Stearns as (iovcrnor; return No. 'J, signed by
the Tildcn electors, without tho ccrttilcaie of the
Governor, but with a certificate of the Attorney (ionforal (tbu only dissontlng member of the Hoard ol Canvassers)certifying that they were elected; and return
No. 3. containlug the action of the State authorities
subsequent to tho first two returns tor the purpose ol
reviewing and confirming (so lar as it was possible for
tho Slute thereupon to do it) the second return. .We
aro told that the certificate torwarded to Washington
with the signature of Governor Stearns attached is tho
true cortilleutc, and that, uo matter wbnl documentary
evidence may be louiid to Invalidate that certificate, it
si til remains binding. It is to thai statement that Mr.c Field proposed lo devote the rntnuiudcr ol his remarks.

j KOKl K or A OOVKKNOIl's CKRTIXIl'ATK.
The form, said be, in which the point is stated ts orIroneous, and should Uo made to road, "Can the certificatego behind the truth and coticoul U?" There is

no iiretenco that the true aud lawlul rote of tbu State
I of Florida was not given for tho Tildcn electors, but tho

sole pretext is tbat tho truth cannot be provod as
against the certificate ot Governor Stearns; tliul the
truth is rolled up uud concealed in that certificate, and

\ that Congress, w hether noting In scparsto houses or in
8 joint house, cannot consider any act which is certified

by Steirns. You may ask, In the IIest place, what
Inundation that Is. You are told that you are to tuko

I that certltlcuto as conclusive evldenco uguiust everythingthat could be proved on the other side. Ky what
rule of evidence, by whut doctrine ot law are you ce1pnved ol tho right to examine into tho truth ? Is It

) not a universal rule that every judge is Invested, rx
.. nectttilaU, with power to take all pertinent evidence

in respect to the facts upon which his Judgment is to
> bo pronounced, unless thero bo Bomo positive law declaringthat certain certificates or other documentary

evidence shall be conclusive?1 Show me, said Air. Fluid, the positive law which
i makes the certificate ol stourus evidence against tho

truth. Whero Is It? It is not in tho constitution;
that Is certain. It is not In tho laws ol the Stiuo of1 Florida; that Is certain. Is it In any net ot Congress?
The only law I know of husrlug on It Is tho law ol 17U2,
ro-emicted In tho Revised Statutes, which slulcs that
the Kxccutivo of the State shall deliver to tbu eleciors
a certificate that they are the electors, but it does not
state thut It shall bo tho truth. Suppose 1 oll'er to
prove that tbo certificate is wholly tulso and fabricated
lor tho purpose of cheating ? Inkoor.o of tho oldest
and proudost of the States of this L'uton.tho Stale of
Massachusetts.of which my friend Air. Commissioner
Abbott is so worthy a representative; suppose that
tho honored Governor ot that State should bcconio so
dobasod and lailen as to certily that in tho
recent election the Tllden electors had
received a mnjority or the votes ot tlio
peoplu of Massachusetts. Does any man menu to tell
mo that you cannot provo that certificate to bo lalso?

I Where Is the law to support such a statement? Nay,
more, If no act ol Congress hud declared that that certificateshould bo conclusive that act would be uncoustitutlouul,and for this reason the constitution dc,clarea or asserts that the person having the highest
number ot votosshall he llto I'rcsidout, not the person
declared to have the highest number of votes. You
canuot, therefore, manufacture a ccrutlcalo to tako
from tho person actually liuving tne highest number of
voles sucb rights as he Is entitled to by those
votes, and If you woro by an net ol Congress lo declare
!u the most positive tortns that tbe certlUcalu of the
Governor should bo conclusive against all prool you
would transcend the limits of the orgunic law. You
cannot say lhal the certificate ol tho Governor ol Massachusetts,tor example, snould override tho votes of

, tho electors ol Massachusetts. You could not do so il
you would, and 1 urn sure you would not I! you could.
The language ol tbe net ol Congress is uot so strong as
the language ol the State law generally us to tho cun,vass ol votes.

TUB WISCONSIN CASK,
Tnko the case ol Wisconsin. Thcro a law ot the

Stale had doclurcd thut the State canvass should determine,certify and declare ibo result; should dcclara
who was Governor. A man got into tho olUco of Governorupon such a certificate declaring that ho was
elected. A rival claimant brought up tho caso upon a
writ ol quo warranto; the first party bad his poslnou
anil claims udvocatcd by tho ablest counsel ol Ibo Stato
ol Wisconsin. His argument was, "You cannot inqulro' into the case, because tho certificate ol Iho
Miato canvassers Is conclusive." "No." says
the court.lu an opinion which does them
immortal hoi.or, uuil which will remain
a living monument of patriotism lo that Court and its
Inflexible determination ol purposo us loug as ibe reportahull last. The tit le of tho Governor depends upon
the votes ol the people.upon those littlo ballots
placed in the ballot boxes declaring tho supreme will
ol ibo people. It Is not who shall be certified by a
hoard ol canvassers, but who have been voted lor by
tne people. The Court declared that the claimant was
entitled to the office, and It ejected the usurping Governor.What Is this Commission lo do? It
is to dcclure whether any and what votes are
votes provided by the constitution, not lo declnro
what uro tlioso votes certified by Governor Stearns.
You urc to certily what lire the lawlul votes upon
which u i'roaidciil ol forty-flvo millions ot people is
to he declared elected and to ho inducted into office,

rns Wkit or fiCO warranto.
Is It not Implied thut a writ ol quo warranto lo try

tuu nun ui iiiu iir^uiiM in inu cuiiou maim is

within tho purview ol the constitution V Ciiu anybody
doubt it 1 The constitution has declared that the personhaving the highest number of voted shall lie tlio
President, not the person certilh-d to. It tins
not invedteu any triiiunul with exclusive
power. No matter how determined by any preliminaryauthority there still remains the right to enact a
luw giving u right to the exercise ot tno writ of quo
warranto. No such law exists. I urn sorry lo nay, and.
II 1 might lie permitted to .say so, it ought to exist, i
ought not to say perhaps.but I must say It in truth.
tliut It is no small reproacp to our state.-,nianship Unit
lor 100 years no law hits been provided to meet tho
oinergcny with which wo ure now brought race to (ace.

fompmmkxt to HKNATOK MllKTOX.
1 know that one eminent member ol this commission

(Senator Morton) has labored as* hhiotisly and zealously
to have such a law passed, and ol all thu title to which
ho run ever lay claim tor respert, 1 am sure that lhat
will ho remembered ticrealn r to his honor, and utter
tbestrugg.es ol the pugging hour have closed, when
the tune shall hive come when men may look ul Ills
rave, ihoy will not renumber him by toe earnests iu
which he wus engaged, hut ratnor that lu the service
ot Ins country lie labored, aliiioiigli hitherto unnv.uljingly, to acliinvo a benellcent result.

Hiu whether (hern h« u law entitling to a writ of
quo warranto, or not, ill the ease ot a Pres.dent, 1
think ull parlies will ugrcc that Mirli a hiw would be
constitutional, nnd if a luiv to provide for a writ of
quo warranto would be constitutional, then It would bo
coiisilluiiorinl lor any other tribunal silling ;n Hie
place ol a high tribunal under that writ to Investigate
a title; that is to soy, if you can devolve tlint I tin upon
any tribunal wntch you could create, and you linvi not
created any such tribunal You are hero in tho last
resort as tho court to determino It. You must go lo
those duties and perform those functions, ai d receive
that evidence which tliut court could pcriorni and roceive.

KKKKCT or KBA CO.
There Is another cousiileriilhm as to why the truth

may he given in evidence, and that is thai 'iraud vltialesall traiisnctlous. 1 will not nrguu that tho )iidg.nionl of a court ol competent jurisdiction ran be 1 in1peuched collaterally lor irH'itl. II it could he It would
bo against public policy, it would lie a scandal to iui<iuirc mho the bribery or corruption ot a judge while
the Judge Is sitting upon the l«nch, and, therefore,
Irotn nioiivcs of public poliry, it may bo true tr>at until
the Judgo be Impeached or removed you
cannot impute inio the corruption ol his
nets. 1 venture to sny. however, Hint there la no
documentnnvwhorelliHt yoii cannot inim ucb lor baud.
There ik not a ingle transaction thai. 1 have ever ho-ud
Ol WlllCt) KllOllIti lead US to 11)0 COnclUKlon thai you
cannot impure into tho talstty or fidelity ami truth of
it transaction, ami 1 |>ut it to the Court thai. iinlo.
pendeul of tho question whether It it judge were nilstakenand it bo shown that, aeting in the exercise oi
but lodgment, and from a desire to do justice, he liittl
erroneously certified a Hung lo bo true (which I luivo
no doubt yon could inquire Into), I submit that il you
show that ho corruptly acted and that he was bribed
or tod astray by bin hunger lor other or thirst tor
power (not less than by a 'thirst lor gold)
you ran impeach tits acta.

WHO IS STKARXS t
Who Is ho whose acts wo aro asking to Impeach ?

It Is the then Governor o( Florida, M. I,, Biennis.
Stearns is the man who eont a telegram asking, "On
w lint, grounds call wc throw out voles"" and who receivedlor answer, "Fraud and lotitniddlion," or
something else. Stcnrus is tin- man who controlled
those puppets ol the canvassing board, wno were to
decide whether or not ho was to exercise ill odlce ol
Governor for the next term. Is il a or reel proposition
ol law that you cannot inquire whether that man has
scltd fraudulently V II it be true ihnt tho certificates
cannot ho gone behind then it Is equally true whether
there was an election or not, Suppose I prove or oiler
lo prove that on the "ih day ol November last there
was no rleeilon wbaicver In the Slate ol Florida and
that no man voted or cast a ballot und yet the certificateshould come hers signed "M. I, Stearns," could
you say that that shows that those lour men were
elected at that election t" To that complexion must
I come at last. There Is no middle ground. II you
can Inquire in|o the truth of that certificate, you r..n

inqulrn into every tact In relation lo it, Such Jlr.
l'rcsiceut, and gentlemen ol the commission, is us brief
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a statement an I can make ot the facia and tbc law aa
wo undcratund litem to-day. Ttia greatness ol the
quealion in respect to the dignity of the l'rcaidential
oillce uud ilto enormous Interests depending upon 11 .tra
a-i untiling compared with the moral elemeuls involved.
True it la thai tbo person lo whom you give your
decision will be eiven lor for four years ibe Chief MagIstrutoof 4-1,000,000 of people; will be Commander-iu>
Chief ol your army and navy; the organ between you
uml all foreign Slates; Ibe beatowcr of allolllcos; the
lountuiu ol honor uud power aud the executor ol your
law. Hut that is aa nothing compared with tbo greater
qeestiou, whoibcr or not tbo American people stand
powerless bolore a gigantic fraud. Here is this eer
tiflcato [holding It aloft id his hrflid). One feels uliuost
reluctant to touch It. Hold it up to me light. It Is
black with crime, I'ass It arouud; let every man see *

It, and then tell mo whether or not that certlllcnte
gives a title to an oillce contrary to trulD, as wo can
prove It. one of the greatest poets ol the palmiest
days ol English literature, writing ol the coming of
tbo Saviour, said:.

"And ancient fraud shall fall.
Reluming Justice lift aloti her scale."

Ancient Iraud I Was there ever fraud I lice this t In
11 previous ages Iraud baa succeeded only bocuuso il

has been hackod by tbn sword, aud protesting psop.es
have been powerless to resist tbo lorce of armed battalions.Never bciore now, In the history of the
world, has a Iraud succeeded against the conscience
and tno will of a self-governing people. If it succeeds
now let us cover our fucos with shame, l.ct us take
dowu the statue on the dome of tho Capitol, which
every morning Incus ibu coming light. J.el us clothe
ourselves lu sackcloth and sit in ashes forever.

SI'KKCB or Mil. Tl'CKKH.
Mr. Tcckkk followed .Mr. Field. The objections, he

said, which are made by the members ol the two
houses ol Congress to the counting ol tbo electors who
voted lor Messrs. Hayes and Whoe.or are 10 be found
printed this morning in the lorm to which 1 call tho
attention of the Commission.
The llr.-t objection is that the said Pierce and others

were uot appointed by raid .State ol Florida In such
manner as lis legislature hud directed.
The second Is that the said Wilkinson Call and others,

the'l'lldun olcclors, were nppoiutcd by the said Stulo
In such manner us the Legislature had directed.
The third Is that the qualified olcclors of the snld

State, in manner as is provided by tho law ol Florida,
did elect Wilkinson Call and others, the Tllden electors.
The fourth is thai the pretended certificate, or paper

purporting to be such, signed by Stearns us Governor
ol tbul Slate, of the nppoiniinent of l'lercu and others
was and is in ull respects untrue, and was corruptly
procured und made lu pursuaiicu of a conspiracy betweentho satd .Stearns, pterco aud others to set up
tleiltious and unreal votes for Froxidcnt aud Vice
President
Tno llfih Is that tho said papers, lulsoly purporting

to bo the votes for President and Vlco President of Urn
Mate of Florins, aro fictitious aud unreul, and do uot
properly represent any votes or lawful arts, and were
made out and executed lu pursuance of said Iruudulcnt
conspiracy.
Tho sixth sets out at length what I will stato suscinotly.that by a quo warranto to a proceeding

Initiutcd prior to tho vote givou for Hayes and Wheeler
by those pretended electors on the Dili dav ol Decentber,and which resulted lu un adjournment to iho 'dfiib
or liblh ol January, their election ami llioir ttllo to tho
oil)cos ol the Stato ol Florida was doclarcd utterly uull
and void, und that llicy were usurpers and pretenders
to the said ofllces. In that case of quo warranto the
parties ucro tho Stale ol Florida ov rel. Wilkinson Cull
und others (the Tllden electors) against the Hayes
electors. These arc the objections ntude, und they
may he summurlzcd thus:.
We object to those votes being counted, because we saythese men were not elected according to the law ol Florida,und not being so elected can. have no title to the ofliee.
Smnul.We hold that, even If they had been elected accordingto the forms of tho law ol Florida, their election

was tainted and Is void. .

The wbolo question presented to this tribunal Is n
question presented to tho two houses ol Congress and
wlitch tney have substituted this tribunal lu their
stead to decide. It Is simply this.U there any poworlu the constitution under which we live by which a
fraud can bo prevented on tbo Presidency ? Must a man
whom everyoody knows to lica.usurpor, bo pronouncedby tbc two houses of Congress or this tribunalIn their stead, to have a right to that ollloo to
which he has no right ? Shall the two nouses ol Congress.thesentinel guards appointed by tbo constitutionagainst usurpation of this high olllce.shall tins
tribunal, ihe substitute for this sentinel guard, permit
fraud to crawl with slimy trail Into the Kxocutivo seat,whence It tnuy spring Ironi its coll und sting with fatal
fang tho lilo blood ol tho grontosi Republic In the
world? Is the flat of a returning board, taluted with
Iraud and based upon lawlessness, to conclude the
lodgment of the American nennln in iiiiiilnir n iinimw

iuto tlio seal or Washington ?
.Mr Tucker continued ai sonio longtn. Ho alluded

tu tlio qua warranto of tho Statu of Floridn rx rr.U Wllkiuson,Call und others, and to tlio decision of tlio
Supremo Court of the Stuto of Florida In that State.
The decision 01 the Court ho argued to be sustained byauthorities, citing among other authorities High ou
Kxtraordinary Homoilles, section 700. The Returning
Hoard ho regurded as merely one step in the path way hy
which promulgations of elections wcro made. Tlio final
determinant authority (it ho wuro allowed to muko a
word lor tbo occasion) was the Supremo Court. Thorelore,tinlesu the primary determinant authority.vis.,the Hoard.Is concluslvo not only In its action hut
also ns to the extent of lis powers, then we must
rcgnrd tlio proceeding In Florida upon the action of
these electors ns a part ol that determinant powerwhich the Stato has provided against Iraitd and IllegalityIn the exercise ol the elective function.

thk kkpuhi.icax 8ihk.
When Mr. Tucker hud completed bis remarks Mr.

Kasson said on consultation ho thought It duo 10 tbo
lutercsts represented by himself and Mr. McCrury that
be should usk further lima to examine the ccruitcates
which nro all Involved in these objections. He asked
It specially upon this ground, that instead of tho ccrlIUcatcHand papers to which tho objections apply appearinglu prim in the Rtcord this morning, us was expected,they had not appeared, and ue hud no access to
them until counsel on tho otlior side in their
printed docuinonis had placed tboni heforo him. In
iiddltion to that, the magnitude of tho <juesiions presentedhy the arguments of Messrs. Field and Tucker
were a reason why he should attempt to nld tho commissionmore than could bo dono by proceeding immediatelywith bis remarks.
Several members of tue commission expressing their

unwillingness to permit uny delay which it was posslbe to avoid, Mr. Kasson concluded that bo would proroodafter a short rocess.
The commission then at one o'clock took a recess until

three o'clock, when Mr. Kasson proceeded with his
spcoch as follows:.

8pkkcii op mk. kasson.
Mn. Frkmior^t axd Gtt.vri.KMKx or Tint Elkctokal

Commission.111 what I Dave to say I shall be mindful
01 the legends of that honorable court which usually
occupied mo nencu now occupied oy tins roiinnittcc.
It Is nuld of Chief JUhlico Marshall that after listening
for u day and far into the second day to u young conn- t
del lor who hud l»y that tune only passed Coke upon jl.lttletou and lllnckslone and got down to "Konl'H c
Comnienlnrles," lho Cbtef Justice reniludcd buu that r
It must he presumed that the Supremo Court of tho gl°niled States was itsall partially lognuaut of the law, c
and lie might be able to abbreviate his argument. In that \
stdrit to-day 1 shall endeavor, an briclly km possible, to t
bring our purl ot the esse Irom those allegations suit
cruuinenis which hare been presented and wntch do u
not seem to us pertinent to the consideration ol tbe a
coin mission. Waal Is the case buforo us? I
First.A certificate comes to Congress as required

by the constitution and laws of the nurd Stairs, in
conlorm.ty to ilia statutes of the Stale of Florida, ccr- c
tllying the electoral vote ol one ol those Stales, which c
my honorable Irlend who Inst spoke (Mr. Tucker) was
pleased lo call "sovereign .states" of this Cnion. That
cerullciile Is first opened aud read. Tbcro is a second
certificate opened in tho joint meeting ol the two
housraof Congress, in which the persons signing ibo
same precede ttioir certification hy a cerlillcato signed
liv an officer not recognized hy llio laws ol tho Colled
Stales nor hy tho statutes ot Florida ns a ccrtilyiug
officer, being' the Attorney Cenernl ol the state of
Florida.
Stxrtnd.Ho certifies that thero Is no provision of the

law ol Florida whereby tlio result ol said returns can
l>e certified lo tho Kxccutlve of said Mate; admitting
I>y that certificate. If it has any lorcc at all, lhat li s
action is without the law and without any sanction by
the statutes o| Ilia Stale. !

Thiril.The electors certify to their own notion, to
their own qualifications, and that thuy thoinselves no-
tilled the Governor of their election. |That is certificate No. 2. A certificate o( unccrtlfy-
m;: persons in the vtow of the law, Stale and national,
'flint cerilllcale was presented and opened.
Thero Is a third certificate, still more ext ruordinory,

still more wanting In me elements ol verification, also
demanding consideration. Il Is certified by sn officer
u I m existence until the functions of office had hocn
exhausted. A certificate which recileg proceedings
in tribunals subordinate and superior lo the Judiciary
oil lie Stale) a certificate which a canvassing board
might, under some circumstances, report to State
officers, Ixit which has never hocn sent lo the Congressol the Culled Stales or to the President ol the
senate during the hundred years In which wo have
been « Kopubltc. Die proceedings in the court recited
In it arc ail subsequent to thai lime, which, hy tho
constitution and laws of the Fntlcd Males, is the time
ii.m-ii i»r tun performance 01 juuicl .1 function- These t
two certificates are wanting in nil the element* 01 ihu n
constitutional anil legal validity which should give a
tliein a pi.,re before this commission in the ronditioti v
In which th<' low* ill tlio country now am, or in which t
the laws of I lie Slate were on the Hth tiny of Oecein- i
her, when these functions were exercised. Kurtln r- a
mere, it cortttlcnic No. 1 la a constitutional nn,i legal yexpression oi the vote of the St ato oi Florida, of course t
th.it question being nelllei! In lavor ol certificate No. 1 u
olivi nes nil necessity lor considering certificates No-. n
g mill 3, .Hid I ought, perhaps, to s.it to the huiiornhle
commission ihat It is fortunate llicr dm not grant mo
request ol the objectors to aiijcurn until to-morrow. »
Ihe next mail might have brought lu you eertillcnto
No. 4, reciting now proceeding* and new action belom
the courts, and no olid would ho lound to I ho papers fl
thai in:gtil ho presented In party or personal interest,
ns establishing a retro-activo rignl lo exercising a luric- t
tion in the State ol Florida. r

I snull now chiefly coiiimo ilio argument to ccrlitl- f
erne No. 1, because If the objections to that t
rertlllcme are invalid nad tho rorttllcato lisell Is valid, t
that being recognized dismissed all consideration oi k
the other eertlllcalcs, and we shall ascertain what is tho y
conslllullonal and legal Vote of the Slae ol Florida. S
The olij, ciIon* in this cortillcato uro anbsiatitialiv one. u

namely, ihat there was a irmliilini roinrn; that It
was Iradulently is-ncd, not by reason of anything which t
appear* In the nclion ol the certillcation, or prcscniliig a
ol the oertlllcsto, hut because nl the action ol Ihe pen- t
pie. And hence it is Hint wo have heard this morning, I
chiefly, Instead of a constitutional nnd legal presents- I
tton ol Ihe question, an argument before this rommla- fl
sn>n as » jury in a coin I having original (nrisdiction lo c
determine law, lo determine Incts, lo deride rights bo- t
twern pari let, to decldo mate rigbia, to decide national s
rights.an argument, I say, that sotnehndy some- I
where lias soled fraudulently, end (bat tho return has t
been vitiated. II

tiik tacts as to hakkr oocxty. «l
It Is not, however, within the scope ol my purpose v

to answer generally the argument that look most of t
ihe limn of tho objector who opened the caao, llr. o
Field. I must say, however, to this com mission that r
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instead, as suggested by the first obioctor, Mr. field,
we Jo nut on this n'ldo agree Willi Ibo view* pre-
tented by blm with respect lo the tacts. for Hiipi#,
when be rriers lo B iker county, 1 not only >pie«eiii from
ma view* ol the luctit a* ol record in thai ease. hut I
uv that il you go into that auction of Ilekrr county,
mil If that fact, which lie alleged to ha lrue.to wit,
:h.it aoturhody luugbca, on a proposition being inudo
lo canv.im thnac volor.wo ahnll oaturully ask that
rou go into Jucksnn couoty, where, under other polit-
icul domination, tborc were rejected '.'71 votes givon
or the other candidate, and that poll, wo certainly:latm, wraa entirely vanned by that rejection. 1 ebouid
uk you lo go Into anotner county whero yon would
iluU Ibut a railroad train, lull of passenger*
Hopped on Ita passage through the county, and tho
finascngers got oil'und voted tho ticket supported by
my IrienJ, who mukua ihu allegation about Iraud in
U iker couuiy. I mould aik you to go Into other
sounties, where you would Qnd the poll vitlaied hylias stuffing of ballot boxes. We further answer ihu
lllegatlon that these things have not hrcu denied by
it by stuiing mat wo propose to show that there was
inch a case of fraud in ibe iRdpicncy of that vole as
would astonish not onlv this Commission hut the
whole country by lis presentation. I unite wl:h
my friends In condemning fraud wnorcver it exl-t*
It should vitiate, not only the poll, hut the action of
9Very human being who participates In it. We aro
lot hern in ilefem* frnttrl Wa »a*A «.

>uy nol only Unit Itio alleganou made on tho olDor
lido is not correct, but that the very next -top in ttie
xamin.ilion ot Hie question comrouIn you with lonio

)l llio grossest cases of violation ol popular rightshat have oyer been heard ol In the history of till*
ountry. II we are to seek out fraud let us go to
he bottom of it. Let us go where that Iraud is lound
n such degree and la such lorco us to penetrate Ilia
tery Inundation of Itio popular sovereignty of this
ountry, and to load every patriot ((xotisidcr whether
tie highest duly of legislators is not tlrst to put Ihclf
:uard where alone Iraud is essentially 10 he loared, be-
muse it Is lurtber removed Iront tlio slglitot the generalunite. Hut 1 leave lliut que.-IIon out. 1 do not believe
hat tnls Commission, by the constitution or law, was
iver inionded or has me power to go to the extent that
vould be required to piobu those mutual allegations on
>oth sides to tbc bottom. I lind also thai our honoriblcIrleuds on the oilier side have been ml-lcd by tho
udicbil atmosphere ot this hall, conseerated usually 10
ho Jurisdiction ol a Judicial court, una under
ho inllucnce ol those columns and the associations of
his room they have addressed you, honorable gentle,
nen ot this commission, as If you were a court vested
rub tho power to try causes, vested with the powers
il a subordinate court iu proceedings by a writ ol «»«
oarranto, vested wit It tho determination ol tho rights
it holding olllee, and they have presented to you theso
luestions upon which it Is absolutely necessary to
otno to a decision
firm.Is this Commission a general canvassing board,ittb power to reeuuvass the public veto ol I be Stale oi

ihurlda I
Smmil.Is ttils Commission a national court of appeal
rom the " title Canvassing Hoard 1
TMnt. Is this Commission a Judicial court of app-nl from

he Slate Circuit Court of Florida lu proceedings by a writ
if qmo uurrmito f
The gentlemen on the other Bide alllrm that yoururisdiciiou was coexteusivo with that of a court iu n

>rocecdlug by quo warranto; and 1 add tho (net, lu
"espouse to tho lacts alleged on tho other sulo, which
ihvo the decision ol this subordinate court. JudgeiVhite's Court in Klori.'a, as the Dual determination ol
hut question of quo warranto, that wo nrn informed
tud so claim the luct to ho, that it is now pending on
in appeal in the Supremo Court ol the Mate ol Florida,
iltor a rogulur app a irutn tho Circuit Court altor tho
proceedings ol quo warranto.

Till! COMMISSION A CAXTASS1NO UOAKD.
Now the ufllrmutive of all these propositions Is taken

iy our oppononts. They do alllrm that you uro n canvassingboarj, w ith power to recallvasB the vulo of
Florida cast by the peoplo. They do uKli ni thsl you
iro nol merely a canvassing board, but a national
-our I el appeal irom thu net ion ol tho CanvassingHoard. Tliey do alllrm that you uro n court so iiidicial
.bat Iroin the action ol the Stuto Circuit Court of
Florida you cau take Jurisdiction in reviewing tiieir
ictton. They do nflirm that there is no limit to
four power to Investigate into tho honosiy anilIntegrity of iho action of the Canvassing Board of
Florida and deiormiuing it orlglnuily with iho powers>1 a court to w hom tlio curtillcato ol election should
Save boon given. Now this represents the legal positionof our oppononis. 1 ask, ibcrcloro, what are tlio
powers ol ibis commission ? 1 need not remind tbo
lonorahlo Koutloiuen composing It lliut tbcoesuuip,1011of those |>owers implies thai wo are to
nave no election of a President and Vlco
['resident inside mo length of iirno limited for that
purpose. You cannot say 10 thoso gentlemen, "Wo
will go behind the regular cerlillcatcs provided by tlio
lonstltnlion and laws Just so lar as lo Dud whether
what you allego lo be Iruud Is or Is not fraud." Wo
nun, il we go behind thoin, go wbcro ull Iraud is
isserlcd to be. It is tho popular vole
dial those gentlemen say you will review.
iVtiere did this commission get lis power
from t By the act organizing 'ho commission you aro
,'ested with iho right 10 consider Just s > much ol ibis
sosc us Congress might consider. Let mo ask, then,what is that, in order to clear our hands Irom what
within the last two or threo years has grown to bo a
most dangerous aspect ol iho rights ol States and
people.viz., an assertion ot tlio unlimiiod power over
ill things and all questions having a national aspect ol
the two bodies comprising the Cougress of the L'ntted
stales. No such thing was intended by the consuludon.Tlio sumo power whleb under the constitution
untitles Congress in saying that tbo counting shall bo
lone by this commission would have justified them
in saying that the counting should bo done by thol'resl.
lent of iho Senate. Admitting that Coogress hns tho
power So to arrange It, we must guido ourselves by tbo
lame principles ol justification that you yourselves
would assert, surrounded by the simple power of tno
loiiHlltnllon, If the President ol the Senate alone should
;ounl tbe votes. II Iho constitution hud suid, "und
die vote shall then bo counted by him," the same rosuitwould have been reached. If, instead of "byilm," you use tbo two words "by Congress," you no
lot improve the matter at uP. Whatever Congress
)us to do, dial is to ho done by the President oi Hie
lenalo or by tho two houses ol Congress. Ir you mainsinthat the President of the Scnaio should count the
rotes; that be bus tho right lo send out commissioners
o lake dispositions, to seek evidence, to rocanvuxs the
wpular vote of Florida, to organize tho whole maihincryalike ol the executive canvassing boards of
he .Stale and of the Judicial boards ol the Slate, is
here u gentleman in this Commission from
iltbor house of Congress or on the supreme
touch who would lor a moment. toioraie
inch power undor ihu simple language, "Shall count
be vote?" If nut, then the net has given no ui|<l|.
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ly the Jilco terms would buvo been conierrod upou one
nun. Hence I ,-nv tlu-re is in (hi* law no power 10 do
nore tliun Is nocoi.sarily implied In tho words, "count
he vole."

WHAT "COUJtT TDK VOTK" MKANS.
Tliut being so, wo come to Iho iioxi ipii sliou. What
dpi it menu:' And is the power oi that sort Hint Undiesgotuoinlng not ministerial ? With ttic narrow
ircuit ol discrullon tlist belongs to the ministerial
power does it, us gentlemen on llie olhor side claim,
;ivc them unlimited power ol review f 11 it docs, your
iiustitution in its very iruincwork and organization is
'iriluted. The first three articles ol tli« lodrr.il consti-
ulisn relating to tbo lunclions ol this government
undo tbein legislative, executive and Judicial, and
fllrnt positively that the Judicial functions
re vested in u corlalii body, namely, in
lie Supreme Court and In inferior tribunals; Just us
eglslallon is vested iu iho Congress ol llio I lined
Hates; Just ss executive power is vested In llio l'rosilent,Tnc lines are drawn III the constitution ol your
otfntry which tails you thai llio mutual powers ol this
overnmout hi iho tnreo great powers sbull not bo
nergud or mingled In » tribunal cither inuilo up of tbo
In uu or uiai'o up of any two of the
liree. The sulety of our people hangs
ipou It ; tbo salely of our Slates hai g upou It; all
no olemotils ol national sulely linng upon llio obser-
anon ol that great i-tcp in moderu civilization, great
is comnared wuh inenncionl, that lakes Irom one do-
p prl ment of government all dutleH except those per-
Mining lo lie principal branch. The clnini made on
ho other solo merges them, and suys that you ure lo
xerotic judicial lunctions. The claim mndo tins
iiorning inalutnins that your powers ero coexistent
i illi I lie powers ol a court on a writ ol i/no warranto,
think il may be assumed that the lanci|,agu ol the act
renting this commission coolers no stioii powers upon
l organized as it Is to tide over n difficulty and lo do
Ins ministerial aet ol counting ilia vote, 1 liavo
poken ol the narrow circuit ol discretion that ruroiindstile mlnlsierial act ol counting. I beg to re-
lew the distinct,on lliat there Is uo dlHercnce
undo by adding t!io worils "by Coiigre-s"
it tho end of iho constitutional clause, so that
I would read "shall then be couuleil by Congio-<s." It
s tho same as II the words were added, "shall then bo
ouutod by hint," meaning iho President ol tbo Sen-
le. The essential ol tbo phrase Is the count. What
s that narrow circle? il is to ascertain tho count,
'In certified voles under the constitution and law
hat ought to be counted, not in the so use cluimed,
nit In a ministerial senso. Do they upon their
arc contain evidence ol linud.ol error? Is
criKtcuio number two more regular, nioro (rec
rem Irnud, more worthy of being received than tor-
lib nte nninbcr one f Is certillcato number t lirco n bet-
er curlilicite, or does it bear greater evloenco ol au
hentlcity lliflii iho other? Il so, take it; it is an
nihonilo certillcaie or return. Neither Congress nor
ny oilior power has the right to count the (popular
dies, for the constitution says diHilnctly that it Is
lie electoral vole which is to lie counted. Are you
ri rp-vise llie tirocootllviea of all Stun nle, lino*
nil Siiito tribunals, appointed by Slnto law*, ur arc
oa to coani wbni is properly ccrttUcd-snd presented
o yon? 11 it bo otherwise, lot the constitution l>o
mornled, anil let it ho declared by this tribunal to bo
mended so (tint it shall reud:.
Kncli State "ball appoint In Mich manner in the

.enlslittnfi: thereof may direct n number ol electori,
uhject to levillon hy the (,'ongre"" ot the (lilted
tales, which shall have power to uetarmlnr whnilier
Iii h elector" have penormed llielr functions lotlia satis
action ot said Congress.
Wo arc brought Inevitably to an amondniont to tlio

oustiliilton which sought to preserve uhsoliiioly tho
ighls ol the Slates, which required every ballot
n the Presidential election to Dc cast on
lie same day, that they might be freed Iroin conrali/.eilinfluence. Kvery member o! the Commission
hows the history of the adoption of this clause, mot
etwe arc drought perpetually. I say, 10 the qticatiun .
hall we now go on and complete lite absorption ol the
bsolute independent right of the Stales to appoint ilia
lectors in their own way, and say that it is subject to
ho two Houses ol Congress wlieiiier they bavo done or
ball do what is necessary? The gentlemen ask, Are we
ben to take tho certltlcnlc of the tiovernor anions! the
ruilt? Is there reason on the other side why
t should not be asked. Are we to tnko the certinusto
d lllteen gentlemen against the truth ? lliero ts hack
>f the necessity nl public affairs an absolute necessity
0 hnvn some him jurisdiction. 111 order that there
hall bo somewhere authority by w hich no stand, even
h bo impeached? Where Is the authority ? Is it

lore? Is it in the State Legislature? II not, wlioro
sit? 1 submit that for the purposes ol this casn oiliertho constitution mid laws that authority exists
there the State authority onda, and that If
hat action ceniorins to the statutes ol the State and
it tho United States, there Is tho determination of tho
csulk It has been said ih&l the courts had deaden

SUPPLEMENT.
Anally ttili <jw> warranto case In Plorlda. There Is no
cvideneu in die record* of the Court that Hint lail 11
true j

' have read Hie decision, and I muat
say there is not an allusion to tit* 'act
Hint Itic Canvassing Hoard acied fraudulently.
li was alleged ibntih.it action which had conformed
to ibe action ol two year* before was a misinterpretslinoof the right* of tne Hoard. In ibe document* submitteda few minute* ago to the Commissioner* there
la a certain section ol the law to tho language
ol which 1 call your altculion It la tbia: "ll any
aucb returu* shall be shown or sball appear to bo
irregular, false or fraudulent, and the Board shall be
unable to determine the true vole for any aucn olllccr
or member, tbey shall so certify, mid shall not Include
such return in their determination or declaration."
That is the statute by which the election was held
February '.'7. 1ST'-', and was the law In forco
»l the time of the canvass and at the dato of tho certificateof the electors aud at tne day of the voto for Ibo
electors and until the lTWi ol January, 1H77. Thus it
will be seeu thai Ilie Cunvaesing Hoard of Florida
woro to impure whether those returns appeared to bo
so fraudulent that the 11 mini could not count ibo vote,
in exerotalng thai iumisi thsjr not wanly passed
upon the returns of lite county canvass, hut upon the
certtAed returns in precincts. The courts said they
ha'd overstepped the law.

Mr. Ksssov.That is only to say that the geutletuon
on ibo otber sldo wanted in so much ot their action us
miiicu in''ir case aim wuuieu 10 reject iuo rem. no

Board applied thu rule and determined tlio remit,
ll mace cuangcs in counties both ways; It put
back some republican voles and some democraticvotes. 1 only mention It bore becuusothe printed proceedings dq not mention all
points. N'ow we comu to canvass uutsber tbroc.
Tliere you llnd ttiut, not Mutinied with It at all, tbey
appointed a new board of canvassers. From llint new
board tboy rejeolod tbo Attorney licuural of the State,
wnoso opinions had been (us to the law ol I tie easel
In many points ol tbo canvass with (tie republican
members of the board. In spile ol tlie Attorney Gen.
erul being made a member of the Returning Hoard bo
was loll out and tho Treasurer ol the Stale put in bis
stead.

After soino lurlbor remarks with roforeuce to can-
Vitas No. II, Mr. Kussou coiiiinucd:.Mr. Fiold proposod
in bis argument lo show the Jugglery by winch tbo
Hayes electors got their certlllcates. May 1 ask tbis
tribunal if there is a prima /acts presumption lor or
against Iraud, whether it exists against those officers
elociud he'oru Iraud could have been contentplnloil;against u Hoard that acted at tbo
lime retpnrod by tho Stale law, against s
Hoard that acicd at tno time required by t'ougre-slonullaw; agimst a Hoard that acted In tpuorunco
ol the rosull in other Slates ? Or does that prcsutup-
lion ol Iraud exist against men who know the impor-
isncu of the clmngo ol tho result in Ktoridu; ngaiusl
men who uctod with the knowledge ol tho
necessity of tho action llioy took lo
accomplish their result; against men
who wero organized as a new tribunal nud cnactod a
new law to accomplish that result* 11 there be trsud,
II ihcre be conspiracy iis alleged, where duos tuo presumptionof law under these circumstances place llT
Inevitably it places it whero tho inotivo or the net, tho
knowledge requisite to give inotivo dlect and
tho purposo to ho accomplished wero all boforo
tbo eyes of tho porsuus participant In It Fraud
cannot bo so presumed against parties that act In conlorniityw ith law and In the discharge of a duty at tho
time required by law ami In thu maimer required by
law, as It can ho prosumod against those who
did ll outsldo ot tho provisions ol tbo law
»nd with a lull knowlodgo of tho effect which
would 1)0 produced hy it. My hooorsblo Irlend
trout Virginia (Mr. Tucker), lu It:» argument, spoke of
the tact which was unsupported by any evidence, but
which, he sulci, ho could support by sonio evidence,
that tbero wus it had motive and bad conduct
on the part of this Canvassing Board. Of
that I have seen no evidence whatever,

A TWO or OI.I0ARCHH
But ho went further and asked.Aro we to submit

this great question of the supreme magistracy of the
United States to thu determination ol a trio of oligarchsiu Florida? A trio or oligarchs! What shall I
say of the quartet of oligurchs in my
State who oxerclso corresponding functions?
What shall 1 guy of tho quartet or quiniot
ol oligarchs that exists In every state ulmost
ol this Union, which is empowered In a similar mannerand having probably the same rights lis a canvassingboard? Nay. more, I should like to ask my HonorableIriend what shall 1 say ot this.solo Oligarch
Iu Orogon? Is tbero any signibcanco in
giving u nnmo ot this sort to a
tribunal that Is acting under and Tiecanso
of tho provision of tbo constitution and Inws of the
United states and of tho Slate? I answer thai the
question is, Wnuro docs the law put tho power lo urrlvo
at that determination in which action Is bused?
Whether that be In one i/iau, in three men or iu five
men, tho determination is j/rimd facie ovldeuco and
can bo vitlatod only in tbo manner provided
by tho laws of tho local original lurlsdictiuii,
as the caso may bo. Tho cttso la inado when It is

crlmi'unl proceedings Against them; but ihoy made tlicir
escape in lime and reached, without cauiuro, thu
United States last July.

IX AMKRICA.
They landed at tlilx port ami ui once continued their

flight Westward. They lirsti halted at Chicago, remainedthere a abort titno, then moved further "IT
Ironi ibo cities un l direct Course ol travel, halting lor
another brbd period at Manpiette, ill Michigan; Irom
there to .sturgeon llay, \Vi.-., Ilnally settling down
nt Uoslien, I ml. Hero Vundervolpen found Invor,
it is said.like Jacob hi the land ot 1'li.iroali.through
lila wi:e, and things were gn.ng on prosperously with
the lucittvea, Vandcrveipeu home n good musician
and in much ocmund among tho musical Oushonltes.The principal ciii/.un tbero is n Mr.
Mayi-nnrd. and when at last tlie Nemesis ol
tl»e law inexorably tracked them la their retreat, be
spared no expense In Ocieuditig them on the prelltn-
innry examination* unci saury tojustily ttic authorities
there to surrender thent to tlio detectives whom tho
ton icrt lirothers, noting lor ho Uolgiau Consul horn,had seni upon their tracK. From tho moment ol thoir
Might irom Itrussols to tneir capture the lynx-eyed oltiersoi the law were lu pursuit, and, though sometimesb allied and on the wrong trail, they unerringly
returned to it, with the result mentioned. Much of
the success ol the detectives was due to the promptnesswitb winch United Flute* Commissioner White,specially appointed In extradition proceeding*, issued
the necessary warrant and papers necoaaurr to identify
ine purties with the ofTone.e charged against ilirm.
When llrsi arrested a habeas corpus was procured hv
their friends tn Goshen, nml they were discharged,hut only for an Instant. Tho mandate ol the Executive,lIiioii,li tbe .secretary ot the Slate, was produced,nml there was no farther effort nt parley or
delay, Tbe fugitives, Vnndervelpen and his wile, will
bo brought up ibis morning lor examination beluro
Commissioner White.

CURLING CONTEST.

[m TEI.KOIIA.PH TO THK HERALD. ]
Pittstox, Pa., Feb. 'J, 1877.

Tho Ayrshire vs. Dumfriesshire curling match played
here to-dny was won by tho laitor club by eleven
shots. Mr. A. M. Stewart, of New York, noted as
umpire.

louud to bo ni iirconlanco with tliu constitution and
law in iimo, maimer and duo ccrilQcation ol authenticity.Can It bo upset? Yes. Where? iho iconlIoniansuggests. 1 answer within the jurisdiction which
the Iowh pruvldo Tor Iho determination ol the right,
ltut, says the gonllemau, suppose no such provisionol law Is made? Then 1 uuswor lliat
absouco or authority' Is no reason for u usurpation
where that act has not in its support a scintilla of constitutionor law. II tbo allegation is true it simply
shows iho necessity ol lurthcr legislation whore
lliut legislation ought to exist. II It bo
not truo tho whole ol the argument boro
lulls to the ground. The constitution says
that wo have very little to do with this matter of
olections in a Slate. Tho history of tbo constitution
snows (tint It was Intended that wo should have very
little to do with the determination. With
such matters It gave us no authority (o overthrow
State action, and the alleged right to change u duly
cortllled result contains within itself the right without
investigation ot tho molivo lo deny to tho .Slates that
very right which the constitution look such extraordinarypains to eoullne exclusively within tho provinceof the Stale.
The commission at live o'clock adjourned until halfpastton to-morrow morning.

AN EXTENSIVE BELGIAN FORGERY.

A FORGED MARRIAGE OIFT FOn FIVE HUNDRED
THOUSAND FRANCS.FRIGHT AND ARREST OF
THE FUGITIVES.
Tho observance of the extradition treaty existing

between the Kingdom of liolglutn and tbo l> tilled Slates
has in Its enforcement hero ovcrtnkon two noted criminals,fugitives Irom Rclgium.
Tho Daron l)o l'usquicro d'Acosslo, a wealthy noblomunof Dolhoy, In Belgium, died in 1873. For some

time previous to his death among his domestics was
ono Jean eel lo Dumas, who, provious lo the Duron's
death, was espoused lo Join linpilato Ilenrt
Vnndcrvolpeii. these latter personages are tho
principal uciois in an actual draina of
llio which, In its main losiurcn, still
proclaims that fact Is stronger than licdon. The
Ilelgiau Duron nbovo named was very wealthy, and
very much attached, liko all Iho old worthy barons
ovor read of, to his retainers living on tho an'-e-lraj
domain.more particularly was iho It iron to Jcauueita
Vandervelpen, nrt llamas. If he was not slio was doiprtiiiiiefllo 1/iVfi itlin rreiilt for un iiiiniinimt

of affection lor her. To plnco the defunct It.iron In
bis trtio light, looking through Jeaneltc's oyo* to an
mlmirlug world, regardless of thu Karon's relatives'contemplation of tlio act, tbo husband
sad who, in tho words of thu complaint,
luiaoly, iruudumiitly, feloniously ami with Inlentto delrnnd tho eg lute ol the Karon l»o
I'nsqitlcr d'Acoi sxio, forged a certain obligation
purporting to bo tlio act of tho gnld Karon, with which
10 defraud the estate ol too said Karon ; said obligation
or p iper repreaoiiiing 500,(Wo franca, made in favor of
tho suid Jeaiinetto llamas, and reproaonting that tho
enid sum was a marriage gilt to her. This fraudulent
paper wan dated as far nnck an ISOU. though since
clearly proven io have been iho act ol (bo present
fugitives some time niter their marriage, nod shortly
boioro the Karon's death, the order being made payable
after bis do all. In furtherance ol llioir rcheine
Yandervelpett nnd his wile boldly caused llieir forged
obligation to be recorded in thu olllee ol tbo Clerk of
tlio City ot Krutsels, and subsequently produced thu
ssnie in the licut ol mi acilon brought by them beloro
the civil irlhunul of first Instuncc, silting in tne plvo
of Jusllco at Niiinttr, in tho Kingdom of Helgium,
ngaiiml the lie:r- ami estate ol the deceased Karon.
The claimants were defoated in the civil action, in the
prosecution ol which the attempted Iraud was in
tr.uisii irent that the authorities instantly roinineiiced
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JUDGE MILLER'S VIEWS.

MR. CritLET TUUOW* HOME MORT OH THR
DISPUTED LETTER.-UK DECLARES BE BEARD
XT READ BT JI DOE BALLINGER LAST DECEM*
BER.HOW XT CAME DP.

New Yosk, Feb. 1, 18TT.
To rns Khitoh or tub Herald:.

I bsvu seen ana heard read a loiter from Judge
Miller on the political alius lion, which I suppose la the
ouo mentioned by your New Orleans correspondent,
because my recollections ol the time, place and circumstancesof this letter coincide very nearly with the
well told story In your Issue of to-day.

this letter was so hecuit.
at lenst I should Judge not.because It
woe read to me by Judge Miller's iriend and
relative, in the presence of others, and without tho
slightest Intimation that II was to no considered as con*

lldontiaU 1 soe neither hurdship nor harm in publicity
at the present time, and it my

corroborative r egoelections
are of any value to your readers I liavo no oompnno.
tlou In giving them.

1 ain an uuihur, an extensive traveller. 1 bavo
long l>u«n con hoc ted with English journalism, and 1
was in Uilvestonin December last on bustnvta con-
noriro who my proic-siou. « 11110 im-re i uaa occasionlo cull upon Colonel Jnck, u gentleman of blgii
standing, formerly of tho Conicdersto army, and now
a member ol tlm law llrm of Ilu'.ltnger, Mott A Juclc.
Tolograpbia news wait Ition frcHb to Imml Informing us
In aomo detail that Gotcrnor Grover, of Oregon, bad
giveu a ccrtltlculo to

CMOMX AS I'ltKSIOENTIAL EI.Kr'ToK

In tlm place of Watte, whom bo had declared Ineli.
glhlc; that he had nude Cronltt the custodian of the
fortillcnlos of tho two other persons, whom be admittedto heduly cboeon; Ihnt Ibe certificates ol tbelt
election had been withheld (rout thoso peruana, and
tint Cronln, assuming to .judge their conduct, bad
declared their plaeos vacant, hud appointed
others In their stead, and with theso persons
hud assumed to cast tbo vote of Oregon. A lawyer
called in, congratulatod tho goutleiuen present on the
wclcomo news, said that ho thought tho republican!
tfero thereby checkmated, nud Itnmedlutoly withdrew,
1 hud not yet lornted a delluilo opinion on tho loguj
and mornl aspects of tho wholo conical. 1 had interestswhich would probably ho favored by tbo quiet
election and Inauguration ol Tilden, but 1 found al
onco u decided opinion advorso to the democratic
claims In thtsOrcgun onto, and, in accordanco with my
usual Iraukues', 1 was not slow to glvo It utterance.
1 therefore took occasion lo express tho deepest pnm
ana regret at the proceedings In Oregon, and Colonel
Jack said that tho Governor bad clearly acted In a
Judicial capacity In giving the cortlllcato to Cronin,
and that his action was undoubtodly takon alter the
most carelul consideration of the legal nspoctaol tho question. 1 lutlmated gravo doubts
whether Governor Grovor bud any rich)
to assume Judicial lunollons In tho euro,
and continued by slating that, however this might be,
he clearly had no right, directly or Indirectly, on any
pretence whatever, to withhold certitlcairs Irom those
whom ho admitted to bo duly elected. The conversationbocamo animated, though very friendly, und I
characterized in tho strongest terras what 1 consideredthe usurpation of Cronin In assuming lo cast by
himself and insiruinunis ol Ins choice tho whole electoralvote ol tho Slate. My Interlocutor admitted
that the case was not morally delcnslhlo, and expressedtoo strongest confidence that Mr. Tilrlon would
uot think of profiling by it, excepting in so lar as It
gavo tho democratic purly

A CKItTAIN STHAOKTID APVAXTAOR
by compelling tho republicans to go behind tbo relume.I maintained the position that what isjust and
right Is always the truest expediency, while the Colonel
argued tliut It is somctlntos allowable lo "fight th<
wv, ii vi mi uiv. a» viii* jiniiiv iiuiiku uiiiiio^vr jinnee
vigorously in tbo discussion, and by way of strengtheningtho position thattlio party in power Is veritably
a hydra-beaded monster,

A Ml'l.TITDill.SOUS DKVIL,
In dealing with which one should not be too nice about
weapons, ho produced and read a letter, watch, he said,
was from Judge Miller, of tbo tiuproine Court of (hi
liulted States; and It seemed to nto that in no otbet
way could he havo presented bis cuse so well. An
eminent Judge, well known for hia ntUliallons with th«
republican party, caun»t be supposed to visit It wltb
the sevorcsl ceusuro from long and doop seatod preju
dices or front hastily lormod opinious, and, thereloro,
tho vigorous and Incisive languago of the Iclior, will
Its points well brought out in the reading, bad a moi

tolling etfect.
I did not cbnrgo my momory witb the contents ol

the loiter, lor tho Kloctoral Commission was tben unthoughtof, and It bus only lately become a matter ot
very special interest and Importance. Nevertheless,

1 CAXSOT IIS MISTAKKW
as to its scope and goiier.il tenor, for my recollections
are vivid aud tho circumsinnces as dctallod shove forbidany surions error in theso rcspecis.

TilK KJtl.NE.XT Jl'lllST's OPINIONS.
I remember that tho oiaincnt writer alludes to

former differences of political opinion, ami in'imates
that ho is.st the time ot writing.in lull accord wltb
his Texan correspondent on tho great political lasue ol
tbo day. Ho follows this up with severe strictures on
the prevailing rottenness and corruption, and lie
dwells on tho mlsiorliiiics of tbo South through tin
long continued misrule of tho carpet-hagzers uud their
Ignorant and vicious allies. Ho usscrts that andcr
these circunistancoc, in the dasira lur a change and
to bettor u condition which, lu many respects, and
especially in somo parts of the couutry, bad bocomo
well nigh Intolerable, In the due exercise of their
rights as provided lu tho constitution and laws,

A II A I A'/I-UR IIA Y r« tllUn.A Illsl'A.Y

fur President, ami that no sooner Ik tbis evident thag
a conspitucy i« bntcbcd to ilivvurl the popular will bj
manipulating and cooking the return* (rum u suincionf
number ol down-trodden Southern State* to rcvorm
lb" result. Ills scvorcst epithets are reserved for th<
ofllclal* In I.oulRiaua. I bave bnrely indicated tbe generalpurport of tho letter a* 1 remember it.
Kor priv.it" corretpoudenco it is a long one,
Vet It bristles with point* concisely put, and It* languagelorcibly reminds mo o( some ol tbo utterance* of
tbe eminent English Jurist J.ord Chief Justice Cockburn,who is probably best known on this sido of the
Atlantic Irom Ills connection with an august and high
tribunal lliut settled at Uenova In a sensible manner

questions which, Involving a* they did tho friendly
rotations of tho two great branches of the English
s,leaking race, were scarcely loss important than those
winch are now In the hands of that spoclal tribunal at
Washington In which Judgo Miliar must necessarily
lake rank us ono of tho most important members.
Without attempting to do full Justice to Judge

Miller's letter, f sin ploisod to be thus able to boar witnessto tbe occarncy of your New Orleans correspondentIn essential facts, and I trust that in Its ontiroly
Til* MISSIVK WILL UK MA DK ft'llUC.

I presume thul the denials arc of a diplomatic char,
actor, liko the "Not at homo" or "Very much engaged"of a gentleman somewhat loth to bo Interviewed,but who will probably submit with a good
ffrucQ on a ronctlLiun of I tin vuiL

EDWIN A. CURLEY.

AN ENGLISH MUBDEBEIl WANTED.

A communication hni licou received l>y the Chief 01

I'olico ot llrooklvn Iroin iboCiilof Constable ol .Shot
hold, England, staling that Charles Peace, forty-all
yearn of ago, 11 wantod in that country to answer I
charge of muriler. 1 ho lollowing description la giron
o( bun:."A thin and slightly limit man, itvo loot four
nr live inches in bulgnt, gray (nearly white) hair,
lioard and wrliiakora; hoi loat one or nioro Angers Iroinj
the lolt hand; la marked on ihn back ot one or both
handa, and on tho lorehead; haa two moles on right
shoulder, sears or marks ot injury on left leg below tho
knee; left leg slightly crooked walks with loga rather
widely apart, and speaks aouiowhal peculiarly, a«
though his tongue was too large lor his mouth." The
English authorities havo reason to suspect that I'eact
is lurking aomewhero in Itrooklyn, and they wlab i

diligent search made lor him. A Coroner's jury, at .11
tti>)>ain 11 ion held in SbeAleld on December t, 1SJ8, rendereda verdict 01 wilful tnurder against the fugiltrui
he.torn of £100 (f.'iOO) has been oflored as a rewart

lor tils discovery ami apprehension. I'hu common icationis signed oy J. Jackson, Clilel Constable, .-Mit-fUeld,
Kngland, to whom a.! in.'ormation ahould be tent Do
tectivca are engaged on the case.

CAVAN ASSOCIATION BALL.

The Caran A*»octatlon, Owen Clark, President, compostd of natives of tho county Cavan, Ireland, or tbeti

sons, held its Mutual ball at Tammany Hall last evening.The hall was mo leralely tilled, about 10U couples,
led by the l!o<>r malinger, Thomas C. Snuih, taking
pari in the opening promenade. Sherift Rollly ani
Civil Justice isinpbcll were among those present.
Dancing uonuuoucea at eievon o'clock, thirty dancu
being upon the programme.


